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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Marilyn Wiles 904-461-7297

St. Augustine, Florida.

“Women Take the Lead: Innovation, Technology and Entrepreneurship” is this year’s theme when The Enterprising Women's Leadership Institute host its 10th Annual International Women's Day Celebration on Saturday, March 21st at the Renaissance Resort Hotel, World Golf Village.

This year’s keynote speaker is Martha Hollis, Ph.D., Dean, Worldwide Online, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Worldwide in Daytona Beach.

Dean Martha Hollis leads the Worldwide Campus in creating an online culture of educational excellence and supporting the university move to the next generation of quality online education. Since arriving in January 2006 Martha has revolutionized online course delivery and training of more than 450 faculty members focused on supporting online learners with a highly interactive culture. Her Online team produces and delivers about 42% of Worldwide’s academic offerings consisting of 180 online courses, 1800 course sections with enrollments of nearly 38,000 last year.
Dr. Hollis received her PhD in Decision and Information Sciences from Arizona State University, a MBA in Operations Research and Systems Analysis from George Washington University and a BS from The College of William and Mary in Business Administration. Living in Silicon Valley and San Francisco during the boom of personal computers her fascination  with technology, computer applications and training edged her to write High Tech Hits Home promulgating online education, to start an entrepreneurial venture, CompuWoman Inc,, publish in scholarly journals, and consult on multinational corporate cash management. 

She is a remarkable example of a lifelong learner with her most recent graduate degree online from Capella University in Clinical Psychology.   
Martha is passionate about culinary events. Her training as a professional chef and food writer, author of 9 food and travel books, such as The International Breakfast Book and Cooking with the Young and the Restless, is clearly evident that all non-virtual events are expertly catered with suitable cuisine. She and her husband, Anthony Scaggs, reside in Ormond Beach.

An important part of International Women’s Day is the recognition of women leaders in the community. Seven area women have been chosen by the EWLI Board of Directors to receive recognition for their leadership in a variety of fields. The honorees for 2009 are: 

· Patti Greenough – CEO, EPIC Community Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Treatment Advocate

· Myrtis Mason-St. Johns County Educator, Retired, and Treasurer, Board of Directors, The Excelsior Museum and Cultural Center, Lincolnville 

· Dianna Parks-Isam-Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Regional/Florida Office and Lifelong Women's Advocate   

· Sallie O'Hara-Executive Director - A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal Byway - Flagler Beach, Flagler County, St. Augustine, St. Johns County  

· Marcy Silkenbaken-Chair, Ponte Vedra Municipal Service District and Recipient of 2008 Friend of the Beaches Award 

· Beverly Slough-President, Florida School Boards Association and Member of St. Johns County School Board

· Sharon Sprenger-The Healing Group, Hastings , Community Advocate for Migrant Families

Additionally, this year for the second time EWLI is proud to present the Barrie Higgins Leadership Awards honoring Jamie Alvarez, a student at Flagler College, and young women selected by their counselors from high schools in St. Johns County. 

EWLI welcomes the public to attend this popular event and be part of the annual celebration of women's leadership during Women's History Month. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door. Lunch is included in the ticket price. For advance reservations or more information contact Margaret Wiles, email mawiles@bellsouth.net  or telephone (904) 460- 9401. Or mail checks to EWLI, PO Box 840021, St. Augustine, Florida 32080.
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